
 

www.tatouckschool.org 

 Ta Touck Village School 
 Report-May 2012 
www.tatouckschool.org 

 
Byline:  D. Campbell 

After exchanging correspondence and photos with School Director ChaCha Ung (through Rick Connell) for the 
past year and half, I finally visited Cambodia and the TaTouck Village school for the first time.  It’s hard to 
know where to begin in sharing the experience with you.   But, here goes, and mind you, this is not my first 
experience visiting a developing country that endures such hardships. 

The Cambodian people are so polite and nice everywhere you go. Bowing, holding their hands together (palms 
together) in a prayer gesture. It feels so calming and civilized. As with any struggling country, you see very 
creative modes of transportation, poor infrastructure of utilities, (except the core tourism areas) and villages 
outside the metropolitan area with very basic existence homes that we would characterize as huts.  

While ChaCha has not expressed a major wish list for enhancing the school and the children’s learning 
experience, we did meet the primary request of new bikes for seven students and one teacher that ChaCha 
felt was deserving.  In addition, through another donor, uniforms were purchased for the children as a gift in 
celebration of the Cambodian New Year which is in April.   

Dr. Connell (Rick) prepared Certificates of Achievement, combined with $10.00USD (25% of an average 
monthly income in Cambodia) and a personalized CD of music that Rick wrote for the (7) students that ChaCha 
determined had achieved the highest scores in the English program.  The children, although somewhat shy at 
first, wanted very much to test their English skills and start understanding accents and nuances from native 
English speakers. I have learned a great deal from the children about making the best of life, regardless of your 
lot.  I‘d like to think I’m a better person for my visit to TaTouck Village and meeting the children.  I certainly 
expect to visit again.  And I would encourage any donors to consider visiting.  What follows is a series of 
photos and in their own words, observations from the 
Others in our traveling group…….. Rick, Jeri, Katie and Ellie Connell. 
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Rick and DC presenting the Certificates of Achievement, 
$10.00USD and the music CD that Rick wrote and customized  
to each recipient  of the award. 
****************************************************************************************** 
Submitted by:  Jeri Glass 

Our trip to Siem Reap and the Ta Touck Village School was truly surprising.  Having lived in the Third World 
(Bangladesh) back in ’85-’87 I wasn’t expecting Cambodia to be so advanced.  Seemingly, Vietnam is bringing 
Cambodia along…..with signs of joint projects seen all along the major arteries.   
We found the people to be ever so humble and gracious.  The kids at the school were all smiles, vibrant and 
eager to learn! ChaCha certainly inspires his pupils.   
Our first day at the school we sat in on a lesson about dinosaurs. Using just one, large and colorful book on the 
subject ChaCha had 60 some students fully engrossed in the topic. On our second visit we picked up 7 
orphaned students and took them to the local road-side village bicycle shop to purchase bikes.  (Bikes are a 
necessary means of transportation in a rural village environment).  Now attending school will be much easier 
for these kids thanks to the generous support of school donors.  Our last evening in Siem Reap the school kids 
invited us to a school/village birthday party & dinner for Rick’s daughter Katie.  It wasn’t long before music and 
dancing broke out.  At one point Dennis asked me to step back from the crowd and asked what we were really 
observing….. what I “really saw” looking at all the kids dancing with Ellie and Katie to Michael Jackson, Justin 
Bieber and Lady Gaga.   Why……a “Cambodian Teen Club, of course!”  Their very own CYA!!! We had a  
truly lovely evening….and I dare say the best food of the whole journey….IMHO! 
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   Unknown little girl w/Jeri      Jeri talks with some of the students 
   At Children’s Hospital 
 
We also visited the Children’s Hospital in Siem Reap, where we dropped off medical supplies that Rick had 
collected and carried for donating to their surgical supply needs. 
************************************************************************************ 
Katie Connell 2012 

After making a 20 hour flight to Siem Reap, I finally came to see the world as it is.  The moment I stepped off 
the plane, I was dripping with sweat.  The following morning we set off on our adventure.  Cambodia is a 
gorgeous country filled with alluring attractions, beautiful jungles, and charming people.  The people, the kids 
especially, were my favorite part of the trip.  Never in my life have I seen people who have so little give so 
much.  They live in shacks without electricity and plumbing; which most of us here could never imagine living 
like so.  I had my 19th birthday in the village.  Even though they don’t celebrate birthdays in Cambodia, they 
celebrated mine with a party and balloons.  They would come up to me, a small trinket in their hand, and say 
“I hope you will like this even though I am poor” and give me their gift.  I can honestly say I wasn’t expecting a 
party for me, let alone gifts.  Throughout the rest of the party, I thought to myself that “these are the most 
beautiful and precious gifts I have ever received”.  These people would give you the shirt off their backs to 
help you.  I know I will go back to Cambodia someday and I hope that I can change their lives just like they 
have changed mine. 
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******************************************************************************** 
Ellie Connell 4/15/2012 

A World from Our Own 
    My adventure  to Cambodia started on Friday with three plane rides and a total of 20 hours of flying. We landed in 
Siem Reap at 10:30pm Sunday. They ended up losing my luggage , but everyone was really helpful. I had an extremely 
difficult time with jet lag the first night. I probably only got three hours of sleep. When we awoke the next morning, the 
heat and humidity really hit me.  I already had a little nausea so that just made it worse.  We made our way into a large 
van with our tour guide and host, ChaCha and started driving to Angkor Wat.  Angkor Wat was exquisite, just seeing all 
the hand-made carvings and the fact that the temple was created over a thousand  years ago was simple amazing.  We 
made our way from temple to temple. One temple had a tree growing within and out of it!  The next day we visited the 
Angkor Hospital for Children. That was an amazing experience, my dad was donating medical supplies to the hospital, 
and everyone was so thrilled. That was a really inspiring experience.  I had always wanted to study medicine but being 
there and seeing the hospital and tiny patients, I knew for sure that was what I wanted to pursue. All the children were 
so sweet and just the happiest people you could find. This made me really dwell upon how much we have, but we are 
never really happy, and they have so little, but they always seem happy. Next we went on a boat ride to the fishing 
village; the water was a murky brown color. The village was made up of dirt and houses. We visited people that my dad 
had took pictures of four years before! Wednesday we went on an elephant ride! We also gave the Ta Touck village 
children that wrote letters to us awards! Each child received: a ten dollar bill and cd of a song written about them and a 
certificate of achievement.  Thursday was the most entertaining! We bought bikes for children in the village and got a 
blessing from the monks at a local temple. Then we went back to the school and had a super awesome dance party! I 
was so sweaty and tired by the end of it! They also tried to teach us their traditional dance, which was quite 
complicated!! On Friday we went to the School of Art for the Deaf and Disabled. That was a really moving experience 
too, just to see people with all these hardships that are still strong and dedicated workers! After that, we waited until 
10:00pm before going to the airport for our flight home.  
 Cambodia was such an amazing experience! I can’t wait to visit again and see all my wonderful new friends . 
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************************************************************************************ 
 
 
Rick (Doc) Connell 
 
Our group returned from a very productive trip to Ta Touck Village School, Siem Reap Cambodia. 
The change from my prior trip in 2008 showed significant improvements.  Despite recent flooding 
the school was able to reopen with minimal loss of academic time.  The major improvement noted was the 
addition of electrical capacity.  We now have ELECTRICTY!  This allows for the addition of computers and basic  
overhead projectors. 
 
While there, we purchased uniforms, bicycles, and additional school supplies.  Katie and Ellie both had an 
opportunity to participate in teaching the kids and they loved the personal interaction. 
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The welcome and gratitude shown by the village elders and the students approached overwhelming. 
Education is truly the gift of a lifetime. 
 

 
                                                                                                                                          
 

 
 
  

 

 

 

To all of the donors and supporters of the TaTouck 
Village School, we extend our thanks and gratitude for 
your caring generosity.  Your donations have and are 
making a difference in these children’s lives.  We hope 
that you too, one day, can visit the school and the 
children to see for yourselves.  Until then, stay tuned for 
more news on activities at the school and TaTouck 
Village. 


